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WEIRD SPRING….?
I’m hearing several comments from people who feel like myself – when are we going to REALLY get our spring?!?   With each week that passes, we now begin to worry that we’ll have one of those years where spring gets bypassed – we go from 40° weather to 90° weather from one day to the next.  That will be disappointing, as spring is such a fresh, positive season that I think we all need very much after a long winter.  I remember that we turned our furnace on in October last year – and it’s still on in April of this year…  hmmmm…… we just need to be able to open up those windows and LEAVE them open!!!!!  I keep telling myself, remember, “April showers bring May flowers”.  But also with those April showers is a sump pump in our basement that has been working overtime for the past few weeks.  So, let’s hope that we can at least refill our water table after it was depleted last year.  Hold on, everyone, it will come!!!!!  ((
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SPRING ACCEPTANCE DAY

The Village and Town of Albany have set the SPRING ACCEPTANCE DAY for Saturday, April 27th from 8-3 at the Joint Recycling Center.  There is NO curb pick-up.  Large items such as furniture, mattresses, carpets, etc. will be accepted with no fees.  All items must be brought to the Recycling Center.  Please keep all steel or metal items separate. Any items that will fit in a yellow or green bag must be in one, or the equivalent amount paid the day of the Acceptance Day BEFORE discarding.  The cost of these bags is $1.75 each for a small bag and $2.50 each for the large bags.  The only other things that there will be a charge for are Freon items and tires.  The cost for tires (must be rimless) varies according to the size of the tire, and the cost for Freon items is $24.00 per item.  Another state mandated change at the Recycling Center is the inability to accept electronic items.  These items, such as computer parts, TV’s, cell phones, etc. must be specifically recycled but will not be accepted on this day.   Any questions, call the Village Hall at 862-3240.
OPEN BOOK AND 

BOARD OF REVIEW
The dates have been set for the Open Book and the Board of Review for this year.  If you have any questions regarding the assessment of your property, make an appointment to come to the Open Book that is scheduled for Thursday, April 25, 2013 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Albany Village Hall (206 North Water Street).  You can call Associated Appraisal at 1-800-721-4157 to set up an appointment if you would like to meet with them.  If you are unable to make that date, you can call the assessor’s office and try to explain your concerns over the phone.  If no satisfaction is met at the Open Book, then make an appointment to attend the Board of Review.  The date for this is Wednesday, May 29th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. also in the Village Hall.  Again, you need to make an appointment and fill out some paperwork to be heard at that level.  It is strongly recommended to attend the Open Book first or try to discuss your concerns with them over the phone.  Remember that this is the only time that you can possibly change the assessment on your property, so please make sure to attend the Open Book first.  Many times, things can be worked out with the assessor at this meeting, and you won’t even have to attend the Board of Review.  However, the Board of Review is basically the second step in case you do not work out an amicable agreement at the Open Book.  So, please make sure to make your appointment if you have any concerns or questions about your property assessment.
DID YOU KNOW?

~Recycling 10,000 tons of waste creates 36 jobs, while landfilling 10,000 tons of waste creates six jobs?

~construction and demolition waste, including asphalt shingles, makes up about 21 percent of the waste going to Wisconsin landfills?
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ANNUAL SUGAR RIVER CLEAN-UP
By:  Frank Kapel

PLEASE HELP!!!  The Lake Winnetka Sugar River Improvement Association Inc. will hold its annual Sugar River Cleanup in Albany on Saturday, May 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  We will meet at the Albany Legion Building on North Water Street.  Our goal is to remove as much garbage as possible from the river and its banks.  We also want to clean a path through fallen trees that totally block navigation of canoes and create hazards.  The type of work varies from walking the banks or riding in canoes and picking up trash to cutting tree branches and handing them to people on shore.  Equipment needed is canoes or small boats, chain saws, bow saws and waders.  The association will provide trash bags and local businesses will provide food and refreshments.  We will get organized at 9:00 a.m. and begin cleaning up at 10:00 a.m. or sooner, however a representative will be on-premise at the Albany Legion to direct those who want to come later.  Our clean-up is registered with the American Outdoors National River Cleanup.  Scout groups can earn community service points by helping out.  PLEASE VOLUNTEER your help or equipment.  You can contact us for more information by e-mail at lwsria@aol.com or call 608-862-1698 or 773-418-7123.  Leave a message including your name and phone number and we will return your call.

Come on out and help us clean up while enjoying the great outdoors after a long dull winter.  Food and refreshments will be served to all volunteers as a token of our appreciation.

Hope to see you there!!!! 
REMINDERS:

· The Village Office will be closed on Monday, May 27th for Memorial Day Week-end;

· The Village Office will be closed on Thursday, July 4th;

· Burning hours for small amounts of dry combustible rubbish ONLY is from 6 am-6 pm Monday – Friday and from 6 am – 1 pm on Saturday and Sunday.

VILLAGE BOARD HAPPENINGS:

· Approved having Ekum Abstract do a title search on the properties along Oak Street to clarify ownership;
· Approved Operator’s licenses for:  Tina Moulton, Ashley Ann Butts, Kirsten McKinney, Candace Benner, and Jody Sterr.
· Approved a 3% increase for the water;
· Approved issuing a building permit to the school at no charge;
· Approved a contract with the Green County Solid Waste Facility;
· Approved the purchase of a router for the police computer;
· Approved the purchase of a line tracer at a cost not to exceed $3,700.
· Denied a request for exotic snakes in the village;
· Approved the purchase of a new heater for the rear shop not to exceed $918;
· Approved various employee trainings;
· Approved the purchase of a new zero turn lawn mower;
· Appointed Mark Riedel to the Plans Commission;
· Approved the Albertson Library board members:  Robb Spangler, Wilbur McCreedy, and Eileen Althaus;
· Approved James Frechette for a three year auditing contract;
· Proclaimed April 26 as Arbor Day;
· Approved the Recreation Plan as presented;
· Approved turning over the entire youth baseball and softball program to the DugOut Club;
· Approved the summer positions to:  Rec Director – Cindy Mauerman;  Rec Director Assistant – Jessica Mauerman; Gary Armitage – Commissioner; Susan Armitage and Crystal Holtsapple–Concessionaire;
· Promoted Robert Ritter to the position of Sergeant;
· Keepers gave the oath of office to the members voted in at the April meeting:  Eileen Althaus, Kim Blumer, and Peggy Boeck;

· Hired Devin Deegan as Park Caretaker for the summer;
· Closed streets for the MDA Tub Run.
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As always, we are in dire need of volunteers for the EMS and Fire Department!!  The two departments always need more members – especially ones who can respond during the day hours.  If this is something that you would like more information on, please contact Angie Mueller for the EMS and Danny Mueller for the Fire Department.  We can sure use you!!!!!!!!!!!
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MDA TUB RUN

Get ready for the rumbling to start on Saturday, June 15th!!!!!  Yes, it’s time for the MDA Tub Run to roll into town again!!!!  Come on down as all of the motorcycles come into the village and stop for some food and drinks in the downtown area!!  There is expected to be more than 1,500 motorcycles coming into the village for a few hours of enjoyment and relaxation!!!!!  It’s a sight to see and is a great money maker for the MDA.  Make sure to mark your calendar!!!!

YESTERYEAR WEEKEND

It appears that there may be a change in the usual Yesteryear Weekend schedule this year.  The Albany Area Chamber of Commerce is trying something different for the first time ever – moving the date of the Friday night Street Dance from the Friday night of Memorial Day Weekend to another time in the summer!!  There will continue to be the other events on Yesteryear weekend, such as the parade, Reuben’s Run, flea market, pedal tractor pull, parade, and antique tractor show, with the fireworks at night.  Then on Monday after the Memorial Service at the Legion, the Albany EMS is having an inflatable obstacle course and bake sale at the EMS Station.  So please keep this weekend on your schedule and enjoy the festivities!  
PUBLIC WORKS REMINDERS:

MOWING, RAKING, PLOWING INTO STREETS:  It is against the law to blow leaves, rake yards, or mow yards into the streets.  Also, when plowing snow, do NOT push this into the streets (gravel).  These things will plug the storm sewers along the streets, which will cause flooding in heavier rain.  Dispose of this properly!

BACKFLOW PREVENTION:  “Backflow” is when water in a hose or pipe reverses its proper direction of flow.  A “Cross Connection” is a piping arrangement which allows a contaminant to enter a drinking water supply.  i.e. There are several ways a contaminant in a yard sprayer could get into the water supply piping, polluting your water supply system.  The sink water could be siphoned into your home water distribution system.  Backflow can occur if the pressure drops in a water supply system because of a hole or break in a pipe, the village flushes a main, or the fire department uses water to fight a fire.  Fertilizer, dishwater, or something worse can be sucked into water meant for your family.  If someone drinks, cooks, or bathes in contaminated water, it can cause serious illness or injury.  KEEP HOSES WITHOUT BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICES OUT OF CONTAMINATED WATER
!! If your plumber installs a backflow prevention device on your hose outlet, DO NOT REMOVE IT UNTIL WINTER!!!!!!!!!!!
BURNING ON THE STREETS:  DO NOT burn anything on the blacktop streets!!  This causes great damage to the streets.
ANIMAL FECES:  The owner or person in charge of any dog or other animal shall not permit solid fecal matter of such animal to deposit on any street, alley, or other public or private property, unless such matter is immediately removed from there by said owner or person in charge.  This section of ordinance shall not apply to a person who is visually or physically handicapped.

DOGS IN PARKS:  NO dogs are allowed in the parks in the village other than service dogs.  

HOUSE NUMBERS:  Make sure that your house numbers are posted clearly on your home!!
SIDEWALK CLEAR:  Please make sure that trees and bushes along the sidewalks on your property are properly trimmed so they do not hang over the sidewalk making walking by difficult or dangerous.  Thank you!
