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FALL IS IN THE AIR!!!!

You probably all remember that I say this every year, but I’m going to say it again – fall is my favorite time of year!  The clear crisp weather and the wonderful bright colors that are starting to show just blow me away every year.  I just hope that you all take it in and realize just how amazing we have it here.  Check on the river and as the colors change in the foliage, it is a beautiful sight!  Please enjoy it!!
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RECYCLING CENTER HOURS

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE RECYCLING CENTER HOURS ARE STAYING THE SAME ALL YEAR ON WEDNESDAYS:  NOON – 5:00

FALL ACCEPTANCE DAY

The Village of Albany and the Town of Albany have set the FALL ACCEPTANCE DAY for Saturday, October 9th from 8-3 at the Joint Recycling Center.  There is NO curb pick-up.  Large items such as furniture, mattresses, carpets, etc. will be accepted with no fees.  All items must be brought to the Recycling Center.  Please keep all steel or metal items separate.  The village and township will allow up to eight (8) bags of garbage (not the designated yellow or green bags) FREE.  If you have more than eight (8) bags of garbage to get rid of, then you will be required to purchase the designated yellow bag for the village residents or the designated green bags for the township residents.  The cost of these bags is $1.75 for a small bag and $2.50 for the large bags.  The only other things that there will be a charge for are Freon times and tires.  The cost for tires (must be rimless) varies due to the size of the tire, and the cost for Freon items is $24.00 per item.
Another state mandated change at the Recycling Center is the inability to accept electronic items.  These items, such as computer parts, TV’s, cell phones, etc. must be specifically recycled.  Please do not bring them out on this day.  On Saturday, November 6th from 8-12, a truck will be available at the Ball Park Parking lot to accept these items for a fee.  This will be done by a separate company (please see the article later in this newsletter.)
Recycling is to be continued as usual, and can be separated and placed in the bins available as always.
REMINDERS FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:

By Jon Runaas

Fall is here, so it’s time to get ready for the dreaded snow season.  A few items to consider and prepare:

· Remember to remove your outside hoses from the hose bibs, including any anti-siphoning devices;

· Check your mailboxes, make sure they are in good condition and setting behind the face of the curb;

· Remember to take your leaves to the grass clipping pile behind the salt shed – next to the brush pile – on Briggs Drive.  Please do not rake them into the street!!!

· Check your roof gutters and make sure they are clear of debris.  Make sure that the discharge piping runs away from your foundation.

· Have a safe fall and winter, remember to slow down and be patient with us as we remove the snow.  Thanks so much!!!

TREE BRANCHES

Many of you already know about the area just east of the salt shed by the recycling center.  There are two areas – one is for the grass clippings and leaves, and the other area is for tree branches and trimmings from bushes.  Please do not put trash in this area; trash goes to the recycling center.  Also, if you are cutting up a tree and hauling it to this area, remember to place anything over 6” in diameter separate from the rest of your branches.  NO STUMPS are allowed as the grinder will not handle them.  Fall is an excellent time to check the condition of your trees, and taking care of these trees in good weather reduces damage and inconvenience during wind storms and heavy snow falls.
BURNING REMINDER – ONCE AGAIN!

I try to remind everyone in each newsletter, but we continue to get complaints – not as many, but there are a few.  So, once again, here is the reminder:  Hours for burning in the village were set at the following:  6 a.m. – 6 p.m. on Monday through Friday, and 6 a.m. – 1 p.m. on weekends.  Controlled burning of small amounts of dry leaves and plant clippings is allowed only during the daylight hours.  Please continue to be considerate of your neighbors when you burn.  DO NOT burn your leaves on the street, if you do not compost them.  There have been several complaints of people either burning materials that are not to be burned or not cleaning out their burn barrels enough.  Both ways cause the items to smolder for hours and cause a major odor that is VERY offensive to others.  It is not only offensive, but can cause breathing difficulties, too.  Please follow the laws that state that only dry, combustible rubbish can be burned, and that it should be stirred so that it burns quickly.  Another thing that people do is to let the ashes build up in the bottom of the barrel, and future burning causes it to start smoldering again.  Please be considerate.  Thanks much!
Leaves can be taken to the grass/leaf pile next to the recycling center if you do not compost yourself.  Burning should be the last option, and again, cannot be done in the street.
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TRICK OR TREAT HOURS
The Village Board will set the Trick or Treat hours at their October board meeting to be held on Monday, October 11th.  In previous years, the hours have been set at 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. on the 31st of October.  If you have any thoughts on this time, please contact the village hall and let them know.  Otherwise, for verification you can check in the newspaper, at the village hall after the 12th of October, or online on the village’s website and we will be able to give you the exact hours.
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NEW SNOW PARKING POLICY

A new policy will be followed for people violating the snow parking ordinance again this year.  Remember, village ordinance states that after 1 inch of snow, there is no parking on the streets in the Village of Albany until the streets have been completely cleared.  So, this year, any violators will be receiving the following:

First offense – Warning

Second offense - $25 Ticket

Third and Subsequent Offenses – Vehicle will be towed at owner’s expense each time.

Please remember that the main thing is to not be parked on the streets during a snowfall and the clean up after.  So please make sure that your vehicle is not parked on the street if you know that there is going to be a snowfall of at least one inch.  Thanks so much for your cooperation.

SNOWMOBILES IN TO THE VILLAGE

People who enjoy riding their snowmobiles on the trail may be having a problem getting to the downtown area.  The last trail that was used is no longer going to be able to be followed, so it is necessary to find another trail to the downtown area.  If you have any suggestions on possible ways to get from the Sugar River Trail to the downtown area, please call the village hall at 862-3240.

WINTER REMINDERS

SIDEWALKS:  All sidewalks shall be kept clear of all snow and ice.  Sidewalks shall be cleared of all accumulated snow and/or ice within 24 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on said sidewalk.  Sidewalks are to be kept clear of snow and ice to a minimum of four feet in width. 

STREETS:  No person shall push, shovel or in any way deposit any snow or ice onto any public streets, alley, sidewalk, or public lands dedicated to public use.

PARKING:  The winter snow parking regulations are in effect when an inch or more of snow falls.  The downtown area streets have no parking from 2 a.m. – 6 a.m. after one inch of snow or more.  All other streets in the village have NO PARKING until the snow is removed.  
Thank you for your cooperation!!!
ELECTION INFORMATION
Don’t forget to come out and vote on Tuesday, November 2nd.  Polls in the village are open from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Some of the items on the ballot are state and county offices.  There are no local offices on this ballot.  They will be on the spring ballot in April.
In the spring election, the local positions on the village board that will be up for reelection are:  President – Larry Hanson and Trustees – Peggy Boeck, John Grochola, and Wayne Stemple.   The caucus will be held in January for the local part of the April election.
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OFFICE CLOSURES

Thursday, November 25, 2010 for Thanksgiving all day.

Friday, November 26, 2010 the office will be closed all day.

Thursday, December 23, 2010 the office will close at noon.

Friday, December 24, 2010 the office will be closed all day.

Friday, December 31, 2010 the office will be closed all day.

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING
A couple of changes have been made at the Green County Landfill.  First, as you may have already heard, we are not allowed to just “dump” electronic waste since September 1, 2010.  Such things as televisions, computers, desktop printers, computer monitors, fax machines, computer mice and keyboards, and other computer accessories can no longer be taken to the recycling center for disposal.  On Saturday, November 6th, we will have a company, RecycleThatStuff, set up at the Ball Park parking lot from 8-12 that will accept these items for a fee.  Their fee schedule is:

Special Computer/Electronic Recycling Event Fees:  Events with different fee structures will be noted when applicable. 
· $10/CRT-style Computer Monitors (that's $5 off!) 

· TV's: $30 for 30" and under; $50 for 31" and larger 

· $5/microwave, appliances

· $15/ window A/C unit, dehumidifiers (Freon items) 

· $1/Fluorescent Bulbs 

· Everything else is NO CHARGE!**

**Computer CPU's, desk top printers and fax machines, laptops, LCD screens, keyboards, mice, computer cords, phones, etc., are all accepted at no charge.

Also, Green County Landfill will accept these at rates of 15¢/lb for computer parts and 20¢/lb for televisions.  These are resident rates during their regular hours.  Commercial rates are double.
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DEER HUNTERS:

The Joint Recycling Center can no longer accept deer carcasses and deer renderings (parts, bones, etc.), as they cannot be placed in with garbage.  These items need to be brought to the landfill separately.  Please follow these rules, as any garbage loads with deer in them will not be accepted by the landfill.  Thank you for your cooperation!!!

VILLAGE BOARD HAPPENINGS:

· Approved Operator’s Licenses for Christine Matson, Ashley Schultz, Tiffany Masseur, Katherine Keeley, Tammy Korbas and Wendy Waite;

· Approved various employee trainings;

· Approved an offer to purchase approximately 1.5 acres of land in the Industrial Park from Louann Harmel;

· Approved having the land surveyed in the Industrial Park for this land sale;
· Approved applying for a Clean Water Fund Loan at 2.4% interest to cover costs of sewer repairs;

· Allowed temporary no parking on Cincinnati Street for the Alumni FFA Show;

· Approved the Annual Dance Permit for the Albany Lion’s Club;

· Set the criteria that when the National Weather Service posts a flood warning on the Sugar River, the police chief will close all access to the river in the village until the warning is removed;

· Agreed to purchase additional garbage bags at a cost not to exceed $3,734;

· Set the Recycling Center hours on Wednesday to permanently stay at noon – 5:00 p.m. year around;

· Adopted Ordinance 05-10 regarding the smoking law;

· Approved a temporary street closing for October 2nd for the Fall Festival;

· Approved rezoning an approximate 1.5 acres of land in the Industrial Park to R-2;

· Adopted Resolution 03-10 regarding the library tax exemption;

· Approved village employees to accept the Senior lunches if they move to the EMS room;

· Approved a variance for 405 North Mechanic Street to build closer to the north lot line than ordinance states;
· Approved a safety contract for three years;

· Approved well #1 and #2 inspections and repairs;

· Approved the purchase of new backhoe tires;

· Approved a fence plan for 109 School Street.

