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~~~~HEAT WAVE~~~~
Whew!!!  We’ve had some warm days, haven’t we?!?  Boy oh boy – if this is any indication of what the summer is going to be like, we all better make sure that our air conditioners are serviced and ready to go!!!  And while you’re “servicing”, make sure that the lawn mowers are sharp, because with this rain and heat, you can practically watch the grass grow!!!  
Personally, I’m not a fan of the really hot humid weather like we’ve had several days of.  I’m sure that there are a few of you that enjoy this, and I’m happy for you.  But with the humidity and moisture tends to come the mosquitoes and worse yet, storms!  They are scary, so I’m hoping that the humidity goes away and takes those storms with it!!!
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BURNING IN THE VILLAGE
It seems that we may not be getting quite as many calls as we used to, but there are still some questions about burning in the village.  Yes, at this time, the village does allow for burning, but there are laws that need to be addressed.  And, beyond the laws, please just use common sense.  Don’t burn if your neighbor has clothes hanging on the line – don’t burn if your neighbor is having an outdoor gathering with family and friends – don’t burn items that smolder and stink up the entire village – don’t burn anything other than the allowed dry, combustible rubbish.  Following is a portion of the village’s ordinance that pertains to you:  33-9.  Open Burning.  A.  Open burning prohibited.   No person, firm or corporation shall build any outdoor fire within the corporate limits of the Village of Albany excepting as set forth in Subsection B.  This prohibition on burning includes burning of construction waste and debris at construction sites.  B. Exceptions:  (1)  Burning of small amounts of dry combustible rubbish (not to include wet combustible rubbish, garbage, oily substances, asphalt, plastic or rubber products) in single-family residences during the hours of 6 .m. to 6 p.m. on Monday through Friday;  6 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.  No flame or smoke is allowed after the ending time of each day.  Burning of nonoffensive materials in a wire refuse burner, basket or metal enclosure with cover attached to prevent the escape of sparks and burning materials, located a minimum of 25 feet from a building; only one burner is permitted per lot.  (2) Controlled burning of small amounts of dry leaves and dry plant clippings; burning of dry trees, wood, brush or demolition materials (excluding asphaltic or rubber materials).  (5)  outdoor fires for cooking, ceremonies or recreation.  Again, the bottom line is to use some common sense and be considerate of others.  If there is a persistent problem, contact the police department at 862-3255.
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Village of Albany is holding a Public Hearing to discuss the Facilities Plan for upgrades to the Village of Albany Wastewater collection system and Wastewater treatment facility.  The Public Hearing will be held at the Albany Village Hall, 206 North Water Street, Albany, at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 6th.  The public is invited to attend, ask questions and make comments.  The upgrades to the wastewater collection system and wastewater treatment facility are required to address capacity issues in the wastewater collection system and new ammonia discharge limits at the wastewater treatment facility.  The upgrade alternatives will be discussed and the probable impact the selected upgrades will have on the village’s sewer use rates.
The Village of Albany has nearly completed the planning process for proposed upgrades to the wastewater collection system and treatment plant.  Upgrades to the collection system are needed due to high wastewater flow rates that caused basement back-ups during storm events like the ones experienced in August 2007.  The wastewater treatment plant needs to be modified to comply with new ammonia discharge limits issued by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  The Village of Albany has been evaluating alternatives to determine which modifications to the collection system and wastewater treatment plant will provide the needed conveyance and treatment capacity at the lowest long term cost to the Village of Albany.  Collection system improvement alternatives considered include sewer and manhole replacement, slip lining, and grouting.  The wastewater treatment plant upgrade alternatives include construction of a third stabilization pond and two different methods of chemical addition for pH adjustment.
New DNR Regulations that are coming down the road are going to require that we make some required changes to our sewer system.  As most of you are aware, we currently have a pond system, which allows Mother Nature to take care of the waste from the village before it is allowed in to the river.  However, if we are not able to satisfy DNR regulations, we may need to make some changes.  Our engineer and board are working diligently on trying to find the most economical and safe way of meeting these regulations.  One way is to build another pond next to the existing two ponds.  Thankfully, our forefathers had the insight to set things up in preparation of this happening.  And, nearly 40 years later, it IS happening but we have the land and some of the infrastructure in place already, which will save us.  If we cannot get these plans for this extra lagoon approved by the state, our only other option would be to have to build a chemical plant to chemically treat the sewage before releasing it into the river.  The expense of having to do this is probably ten times the cost of the additional pond!  The initial cost guesstimate – not definite – is around $700,000 for the new pond, so add another zero on that figure and you could be looking at the cost of a plant.  Not to mention, the costs of the plant to keep it going would be a large amount (chemicals, basically a full time employee, building maintenance, etc.).  So, needless to say, our engineer and public works committee are hoping to be able to keep the ponds going!

Along with this upkeep is the need to redo some – well most of the sewer mains throughout the village.  Remember that most of them are around 60 years old, and are in dire need of repair/replacement.  Instead of digging up all of the streets through the village and replacing all of the sewer mains, which of course would be a huge cost, there is a way to slip line the sewer mains without having to even dig in to the ground.  This also is a huge savings to the village – even though the cost will still be a lot.  A contractor would be able to push a liner through the sewer mains without opening them up, and it is strong enough to give the sewer mains many more years of life.  We have already tried it in a small area where we knew that there was a lot of damage to the mains.  It was unbelievable how much of a difference was made to the amount of water that leaked into the sewer system.  So, if we could also do this improvement, we would be adding extra years of service to the system as it now is, at a lesser amount of cost than a whole new system.  Of course, if we have to do these improvements, it will make a difference on our debt which will in turn of course cause the utilities to increase the sewer rates on our utility bills.  Until we know exactly what work will be done and get more precise costs, we will not have an exact figure.  However, our engineer will be putting together some preliminary figures for this meeting so we will have an idea of what the future holds for our utility bills.  Again, this meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 6th beginning at 6:30 p.m. if you would like to attend.  Please remember, that the board and engineer are working very hard on finding the most economical way to be in compliance of the state requirements.
STREET REPAIRS

The board is considering a referendum on the Fall Election ballot regarding the cost to redo streets in the village.  As you may or may not be aware, the state has put regulations on the amount that the village can increase their taxes each year to only a 3% increase.  Of course, this amount barely keeps up with the cost of the increase of gas, equipment maintenance, and utilities!  But the village has been working hard to keep within these guidelines.  However, this happens at the cost of other things.  One of the main things on this list, is the repairs to the streets and the utilities underneath them.  I’m sure that you have all noticed that the condition of some of the streets in the village has deteriorated.  We are only able to budget so much, so to be able to do these repairs, we have been forced to have to borrow money to do any major projects!!  We prided ourselves so much on not having any debt in the village, other than the old bonds that were originally purchased for the sewer lagoons and water system back 40+ years ago.  Village boards over the years have worked diligently on saving up money to be able to do necessary repairs, and to try to keep ahead of the “game” somewhat.  However, with the restrictions on the budgets these past few years, our current board has been forced to be a bit crafty with picking and choosing what work must be done first and how to fund it all.  We are getting to the point where there are more and more streets that are in dire need of repairs, but no funds available to do so – unless we borrow.  This is where the board would like to get the input of the residents on how to handle these situations.  As I stated at the beginning of this article, there is the chance that there will be a referendum coming up asking for your input.  As the time nears, we will gather more information on costs and amounts that taxes could be increased and will work hard on getting this information out to the public so you are informed.  We will be checking on ways to get your input, so please help us out on this.  Thanks much!
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NOTES FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT:
Enclosed with this newsletter, you will find a pamphlet from the Wisconsin DNR concerning your sewer lateral.  We ask that you look through it and pay particular attention to the section on how you can prevent problems.

The section on infiltration and inflow describes what we are attempting to control in our mains with slip lining.  You will note that although this will solve some issues, private laterals are responsible for up to 40% of this problem.

We would suggest the next time you have a problem with slow drains and need to call a plumber, call one that has the ability to video your pipes.  There is usually an additional cost associated with this but it gives you a very good idea on the condition of your piping.  This is highly recommended in areas where gas mains were recently installed.  It also allows you to make an informed decision on the best procedure for any repairs necessary.

VILLAGE BOARD HAPPENINGS:

· Approved a four year contract with the village auditor, Jim Frechette;

· Approved a new contract with Aramark for the uniforms of the public works department;

· Hired Gary Armitage as park caretaker and commissioner;

· Approved Keepers’ 2010 education;

· Appointed Wilbur McCreedy, Fred Baertschi, and Eileen Althaus to the Library Board;

· Approved several operator’s licenses;

· Approved street closings for the MDA Tub Run and Yesteryear Weekend;

· Approved putting additional hand rails in the downtown area and to share the cost with the Downtown Revitalization committee;

· Approved several employee trainings;

· Approved the letter of credit for JKJB Developers;

· Proclaimed April 30th as Arbor Day;

· Approved handicap parking on South East Street;

· Approved a Conditional Use to the new owners of property located at 414 South Mechanic Street to allow no more than four horses;

· Approved various fence plans;
· Approved a crack sealing bid from Bartelt Enterprises at a total cost of $1,143.00;

· Received the award for Tree City USA for the sixth year;

· Approved concrete in the Recycling Center;

· Granted a variance for Nona Nelson for a deck to be built on her home;

· Approved the 2009 audit;

· Approved the list of licenses for 2010-2011;

· Approved the replacement of the village hall roof;

· Approved some street repair bids from Green County Highway department;

· Approved a slurry seal bid from Struck and Erwyn.

2010 TUB RUN

I hope that most of you were able to enjoy all of the motorcycles and riders at the Tub Run!!!  It was awesome and very well appreciated.  A “shout out” to Wendy Detra for all of her hard work to get this whole thing organized, and all of the hard workers that made it happen!!  Also, to Wendy’s Dad, Arlyn, for the really awesome pictures!!!!  This was a really big boost to the village – bringing in all of these people.  Thank you all!!!!!
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Have a safe and happy Fourth of July!!!

